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MESSAGE FROM DR. HORACE DOBBS
Founder and Honorary Director of I nternational Dolphin Watch

The past 7 months have been a very exciting and challenging time for International Dolphin Watch during which we
have been rolling over from a paper based organisation to one in which we communicate el ectronically with our
Members and Friends.

When | founded IDW in 1978 the first newsletters were printed on an ancient and messy Roneo machine cranked by
hand. As membership grew we advanced to black and white printed editions. Then, in October 1992, came a specia day
when we went into colour for the first time. Once we had done that we couldn’t go back. DOLPHIN, as our colour
printed newsdl etter was titled, was dispatched by surface mail around the world and included reports on activities and
conferences as far apart as Australia, the UK, Africa, Japan and the Bahamas.

Many of those with a keen interest in dolphins had very little money. Although they could not personally attend events
in far off places DOLPHIN linked them and made them feel part of the world wide family of dolphin loversthat IDW
had become. Receiving DOLPHIN was important to them. For this reason annual subscriptions were kept to an absolute
minimum, with the option of donations from those who could afford them. We also received occasional bequests which
were used to provide seed money for the numerous projects in which IDW members were becoming involved. IDW was
completely independent. The aim was to be as lean and efficient as possible with the minimum of cash flow. What came
in went out - with the shortfall being made up by sales from our Mail Order Shop. This policy has been maintained ever
since and we continue to run on atiny budget thanks largely to voluntary work.

Astime passed the world changed in ways that were unimaginable in 1978. The World Wide Web and mobile phones
are just two examples. By 2005 our membership was falling and it became totally uneconomic to print and send out
DOLPHIN by mail. We had to change. IDW was completely restructured. One of the decisions made wasto switch to
electronic communication. And so it was that previous Members became Friends of IDW (each of whom make an

annual donation of £10 regardless of where they live) and our website switched toiwww.dolphinfriend.com

At the same time, with the indefatigable Jackie Connell at the helm, supported by her husband Terry (our webmaster)
thefirst IDW electronic Newsletter was compiled in Milton Keynes. It was then sent around the world from the IDW
basein Y orkshire in June 2006 via numerous presses of email buttons by another stalwart IDW supporter and volunteer
worker, Kris Simpson

Thefirst electronic Newsletter was more up to date and covered many more topicsin greater detail than would ever
have been possible with DOLPHIN, which was sent out quarterly at best. What is even more remarkable is that Jackie,
and she volunteered to do it, managed to compile and edit Newsletters on a monthly basis, which | think is a fantastic
achievement. And | thank her from the bottom of my heart.

Now, what we would both like to know iswhat Y OU think of this seventh edition of the IDW Newsletter. Isit too
long? How can we improve it? Are there more topics you would wish to see covered? If so please let Jackie know via

her email,'mailto:jackie.connell @ntlworld.com

Now we are faced with another challenge. By the time you download this Newsl etter Jackie and Terry will be ona3-
month holiday tour that will take in Hawaii, New Zealand and Australia. By the wonders of modern technology,
including wireless connection to her laptop, Jackie proposes to continue to compile and edit the Newsl etter whilst she
and Terry are on the move. Now that really is dedication above and beyond the call of duty. Can she do it? | honestly
don’t know. What | do know is that she and Terry will do their utmost to make it happen.

| am surethat | speak on behalf of all of Friends of IDW when | wish Jackie and Terry Bon Voyage, many dolphin
adventures along the way, and a safe return to the Blighty.

.
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Signed Horace


http://www.dolphinfriend.com
mailto:jackie.connell@ntlworld.com

PERSONALITY OF THE MONTH

BILL ROSSITER

Bill Rossiter and Horace Dobbs first met over
twenty years ago, when Horace visited the USA for
a conference produced by the Connecticut Cetacean
Society in the USA. Horace remembersthe visit for
crawling around inside “Conny”, the life-sized
model of a 60-foot male sperm whale created with
volunteer CCS labour. In 1988 they met again, at a
conference in Australia. Bill remembers this for
Horace asking him to interview Dr. John Lilly for a
BBC documentary on Horace; Lilly talked so fast it
may never have been shown! Bill has aways
admired so much about Horace, particularly his
sense of humour, his work with disadvantaged
people, and hislove of dolphins. They share many
concerns, such as the captive “dol phin assisted therapy” programs that exploit people and dolphins.

Bill Rossiter’s epiphany with whales camein 1977, when Amazing Grace, a grey whale, chose to approach
and play with Bill, hiswife, Mia, and two others, during awhale watch in a Mexican lagoon. Always alover
of nature, Bill’s focus on cetaceans had begun afew years earlier, but this “friendly encounter”, the second
known between grey whales and people, propelled him into a part time specialty, working with curious and
interactive whales and dolphins.

He has volunteered with the Connecticut Cetacean Society in the USA since 1977, soon after he “met”
Grace. CCS became Cetacean Society International about the time Bill became Vice President. He’s been
President since 1995, always perilously close to burn out with all the advocacy issues CSl isinvolved with.
Besides anti-captivity work, Bill and CSI are active in IWC, CITES and other international issues, human
noise in the ocean (especially sonars), strandings, entanglements, fisheries interactions, and many science
and conservation studies. He directs the CSI small grants program, which has helped several hundred people
and projects. Many of these have been in Latin America, where Bill travelled during some of his 35 years as
apilot for United Airlines. He facilitates people and resources, working with all sorts of coalitions of people
to get things done. Part of the reason he does these things, in spite of the burn out, is a sense of obligation
for al the incredible events cetaceans have given him over the years. That’s what you want to read about, so
let’s get back to it!

By 1979 the Rossiter’s were using a small inflatable boat around Cape Cod, Massachusetts, informally to
assist studies at the Provincetown Centre for Coastal Studies with behavioural and location data, and photo
ID work of what they soon discovered were very curious humpbacks, finbacks, minkes, and right whales,
plus Atlantic whitesided dolphins. Y ou can find some of the photosin CSI’s website Photo gallery, at
www.csiwhalesalive.ord. The Rossiter’s 4m red Zodiac was named “Morfil”, old Welsh for whale (Miais
Welsh; they met while he was flying fighters from RAF Lakenheath in Suffolk). Operating independently of
the whale watch vessels, and often carrying scientists and equipment, they proved the value of a small
inflatable for al sorts of open-ocean and shallow water work right from the tip of Cape Cod, a huge, curving
point of land that ends up 30 miles out in the ocean east of Boston. Morfil took Bill to strandings, day-long
observations of specific whales or dolphins, and some very unique interactions where the other’s mind
clearly wanted to understand what this human was. The boat was so small that Bill could |ean over the side
with amask to watch, photograph underwater, or interact.

The central point in all thisisthat he obeyed both cetacean and human rules, and worked hard not to harass
anyone. What made everything unique was the reaction of individual cetaceansto asmall boat that kept its
distance and behaved respectfully. That may be why so many chose to approach, but it also meant many lost


http://www.csiwhalesalive.org

opportunities. For example, he found a calf humpback playing with many dolphins, but stayed over 100
meters away so he wouldn’t interfere. His distant photo shows four dolphins high in the air as the calf
bobbed upside down to the surface, fins splayed out! When the action came to him he documented many
behaviours, such as cooperative dolphins corralling fish into a seething, rolling tube, some stunning fish with
sound, or mother’s escorting babies in to catch afish. He recorded the foraging sounds of dolphins surging
by him, until a baby chewed his hydrophone cable! Many whales also got very close: Imagine moving your
arm underwater as a humpback moves his pectoral fin (who’s mimicking whom?), or moving your hand in
every possible way for afascinated whale whose eye was within touching distance. What would you do for
the 65-foot finback that stopped afew feet away to stare, or the dolphins that insisted on playing! On afew
occasions dolphins took him farther from land than he should have been.

Morfil was retired in 2003, as Bill accepted that his physical age meant he could no longer survive some of
what the sea had shown him it could do. Including Morfil’s trips to California, North Carolina, Eleuthra, and
the Arctic Circle, she had logged 13 species of cetaceans voluntarily coming within a meter, several hundred
individuals having chosen to approach within a body length. But why? Y ou need no other explanation than
their powerful sense of curiosity. Bill chose not to waste time trying to understand why, but focused on what
to do when a cetacean approached. But why do it? Adventure was never the motive, and safety was aways
paramount. Bill’s always been fascinated by the real world; scienceisjust atool to understand reality, so he
learned all he could from science and then learned more eye to eye. Each event was an opportunistic, two-
way learning experiment, often ending with Bill sensing he was not fast enough; he only knew he was
missing cues. He’ll never forget the obvious frustration of one 65-foot finback. .. but what had he missed? 50
years of study of sensory perception left him convinced that humans aren’t well equipped for some of what
he was exposed to, but in many events it was obvious both he and the other were seeking common ground.
That is the key to someone making progressin the future! Don’t demand that whales act like people, or that
dolphins talk. Find the middle ground, adapt on the spot, and rely on intuition.

Why tell al this now? Because Horace asked, and Bill hopes that there are other people out there willing to
play by the rules, learn even more about whales and dolphins close-up, and turn what they learn into staunch
advocacy for cetaceans. They are out there, waiting, and they need our help.

Whales Alivel
A publication of Cetacean Society |nternational
Editor: Brent S. Hall

CSl is an all-volunteer, non-profit, tax-exempt conservation, education, and
research organisation with representatives in over 25 countries. Our goal is the
“optimum utilization of cetacean resources, “as called for in the 1946 Treaty of the
International Whaling Commission, through the protection of viable habitat and
the cessation of al killing and captive display of whales, dolphins and porpoises.
We support and promote benign activities such as regulated whale watching,
nonlethal and humane research, and widespread educational, environmental and
observation programs relating to free-roaming cetaceans internationally. Our
ultimate objective is the global acceptance of peaceful coexistence and mutual
enrichment for both humans and cetaceans.

Cetacean Society International
P.O. Box 953, Georgetown, CT 06829 U.S.A.
Phone: 203-770-8615 Fax: 860-561-0187

Web: www.csiwha esalive.ord
CSl isamember of WhaleNet

President: William W. Rossiter
Vice-President: Brent S. Hall
Secretary: Jessica L. Dickens
Treasurer: Barbara Kilpatrick

Director Emeritus: Robbins Barstow
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PRESS CUTTINGS

THE TIMES Friday December 15™ 2006
Tallest man comesto the rescue of dolphins

Height of fame

The number of
average-sized siblings Bao
Xishan has

stone, or 165kg is his
weight. His legs are 1.5m
long and his feet 38cm long

2mm

The amount by which in
2004 he beat the former
world record holder,
Radhouane Charbib, of
Tunisia, to the title of the
world's tallest man

10m

The length of cloth used to
make the suit that he wore
to the Guinness Worid
Records ceremony

36cm

The amount by which he is
shorter than the world's
tallest man ever recorded

2.5m

or 8ft 4in, the height
claimed by his likely
challenger, Leonid Stadnik,
from Ukraine, who has not
yet been measured by
officials

Source: Guinness World Records,
agenties

Hedeved into the creatures’

stomachs

They had eaten
shards of plastic

Jane Macartney
Beiging

The world’s tallest man has
saved the lives of two
dolphins by delving into their
stomachs to remove chunks
of plastic that they had
accidentally swallowed at
their aguariumin
northeastern China.

Bao Xishun, 54, ashy
herdsman from Inner
Mongolia, was called to the
rescue after staff at the Royal
Jidi Ocean World in the
northeastern Liaoning
province had failed to remove
the shreds of plastic using
surgical instruments.

The stomachs of the two
ailing dolphins contracted
each time the veterinary
surgeons tried to remove the
plastic, making it impossible
for them to proceed.

Chen Lujin, manager of the
aquarium, said: “When we
failed to get the objects out
we sought the help of Bao
Xishun from Inner Mongolia
and he did it successfully
yesterday. The two dolphins
arein very good condition
now.”

Mr Bao, who at 7ft Qinis
theworld’stallest Man
according to the 2005
Guinness World Records,
stretched his bare arm into
the mouth of each sick
dolphin. Aquarium staff held
down the dolphins and tied
their jaws open with towelsto
prevent them from biting Mr
Bao’s arm, which measures
41%1n (106 cm).

The shape of the dolphins’
stomachs had made it almost
impossible to push an
instrument deep into their
gullets without causing

injury, and people with
shorter arms had been unable
to reach the shards of plastic.

But Mr Bao was able to
grasp and pull out the brown
plastic pads, which are used
to prevent people from
skidding on the side of the
pool.

It is not known how the
pieces of plastic fell into the
water, only to be gobbled up
by the dolphins two weeks
ago. The creatures soon fell
ill and their condition had
been deteriorating daily.

The veterinary staff
declared them to be out of
danger after Mr Bao’s non-
surgical intervention. One of
the vets said: “some very
small plastic pieces are still in
the dolphins’ stomachs.
However, the dolphins will
be able to digest these and are
expected to recover soon.”

Mr Bao has shied away
from publicity ever since he
had a growth spurt at the age
of 16. Doctors are mystified
by his sudden surgein height
saying that it is not because
of amedical condition.

Hisworld record height
was only confirmed by
Guinness World Records last
year. He had grown to 6ft
10in by the time he was 20
but suffered from rheumatism
that he had devel oped when
he was young, - possibly after
sleeping outside on the
grasslands uncovered. He
spent 3 yearsin the army
playing for amilitary
basketball team but had to
return home after hislegs
began to weaken.

-
Bao Xishun gets to work

a of the two sick dolphins

After hefailedtofind a
wife he became more
withdrawn. After the death
of his mother, when he was
40, Mr Bao shut himself off
from the world.

It was only in 2004 that his
life was transformed when a
restaurant owner in the
nearby town of Chiffeng
recruited him to work for ten
daysto meet and greet diners.
Mr Bao seemed to thrive on
his new popularity.

Thelocal people
encouraged him to visit a
nearby hospital where doctors
reassured him that he was not
suffering from gigantism. He
said at thetime: “I’'m a
normal person, growing
naturally. | want tolivea
normal life like my father,
whois94.”

He spends his mornings
walking on the grasslands
and his afternoons playing
cards with neighbours. And,
this summer he found a
girlfriend whom he hopes to
marry.



Cape Cod: Dolphinsdiscovered in distress
Published: 04 January 2007

Cape Cod Stranding Network

Dolphins stranded at Cape Cod Bay

SKAKET Beach, Cape Cod, isthe latest site where a number of dolphins have washed up on the
shore. According to WHDH-TV, 15 dolphins have stranded themselves along Cape Cod Bay since
Friday.

"We've had atotal of 15 different animals strand, two of which restranded,” said Sarah Herzig, of
the Cape Cod Stranding Network. "And so, most of those animals have come in alive. Currently,
four haven't made it, but the rest of them are out there."

Animal rescuers are doing everything they can to save the dolphins. However, with the recent
strandings, it is difficult not to think back to last year.

In the first few weeks of 2006, there were 100 dolphin strandings on the Cape - half of the annual
average.

"It's January, and if anyone remembers back to last January, we were extraordinarily busy with
dolphin strandings here on the Cape," said Katie Touhey, of the Cape Cod Stranding Network.
"And we were, of course, in the back of our minds, afraid that we were beginning that trend again.
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DILO CORNER

What makes The Dilo Books different from other children’s books about dolphins?

They are written by Dr Horace Dobbs PhD, a pioneer undersea explorer. Dr. Dobbsisa
multi-discipline scientist who has published papers on atomic physics, pharmacology and
medicine.

Although fictional, the Dilo stories are based on Horace’s real life experiences.

The Dilo stories are written in such away that they are educational.

The stories are poignant and encourage children to think about others and environmental
issues.

The Dilo books are fun, exciting, informative, full of suspense and attractively illustrated by
Rico.

The Dilo books are used in some schools as part of an educational programme to encourage
literacy for children with learning difficulties.

The Dilo books are used alongside other projects to help children with special needs or
learning difficulties. Projectsinclude:

IDEAL (Integrated Dolphin Education and L earning)

WIN A PRIZE
DRAW A PICTURE OF A DOLPHIN

As part of IDW's Educational Programme

Each month International Dolphin Watch is sending to a school anywhere in the world:

Two Dilo books (signed by Author) IT'SEASY TO ENTER - No age limit

Dilo Poster : : .
. . All you haveto doisto discussit with ateacher, DRAW A
Dilo Sticker PICTURE OF A DOLPHIN and Email scanned pictureto

'mailto:idw@talk21.conj or post to IDW, 10 Melton Road,
North Ferriby, E. Yorks, HU14 3ET, ENGLAND.
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Dilo’s Fun and Activities Book



