
I nternat ional Dolphin W atch ( I DW )  
Has an unblemished reputation as a non-profit organisation dedicated to 

helping dolphins since it was founded by Dr Horace Dobbs in 1978.    

 

                                                                                                                                                          

 

Friends of IDW 

 

1st June 2007             

PLEASE SHARE THIS NEWSLETTER  

Dear Friend of the dolphins  

If you know anyone who would be interested in any of the issues 
raised in this Newsletter please forward it to them and encourage 
them to visit the International Dolphin Watch website 
http://www.dolphinfriend.com and the Operation Sunshine website 
http://www.operationsunshine.org

   

The Editor, Jackie Connell, welcomes Email letters on any dolphin 
related subject mailto:jackie.connell@ntlworld.com     

Thank you  

Dr Horace Dobbs 
Honorary Director International Dolphin Watch 

 

http://www.dolphinfriend.com
http://www.operationsunshine.org
mailto:jackie.connell@ntlworld.com
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PERSONALITIES OF THE MONTH  

Elizabeth and Digvijay 

Elizabeth and Digvijay with two friends founded the AquaLife Institute in Germany 
http://www.aqualifeinstitute.com/.  

They have also brought into life the Dolphin Fiesta - a name coined by Horace Dobbs at the first 
meeting in Mexico, in Boca de Tomatlan at the mouth of the famous Banderas Bay, which is a nursery 
and breeding ground for many humpback whales.  

 

Elizabeth Battenberg (Inventor) 

Born with a naturally curious nature, 
Elizabeth spent large, intensive parts of 
her childhood in observation. Dynamics 
of interaction with human beings and 
animals were her immediate interests. It 
led her to travel widely and discover new 
cultures and integrate them into her own 
actions to develop herself into a better 
being. A boarding school in India, 
Chateaus and forests in France, villages 
of Switzerland, and ranches of New 
Mexico were some of her earlier schools 
of learning. 

Her interest in waterbirth and dolphin 
assisted birth started with her first 

pregnancy and the contact and friendship with Igor Charkovsky, the Father of Waterbirth . She is 
passionate about Human Development with particular interest in infants and has been working with babies 
since 2002, training them from birth to eat, sleep and play, in and under the water, like dolphins. Her three 
sons are now 6, 3 and ¾ years old and already swim like dolphins, besides being very outgoing, happy and 
curious by nature. 

http://www.aqualifeinstitute.com/
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As an inventor she has designed the Charkovsky trainer, a multifunctional sports device for babies and 
toddlers, in order to comply with the great need of movement that children have, so that they become 
healthy, strong, resistant and independent of external influences. It can fulfil around 10 different functions; a 
perambulator, a cradle, a swing, a buggy, a trampoline and much more, This is also useful in her work as an 
aquamidwife, and a trainer for aquadoulas, midwives and persons working with waterbabies. Together with 
Wasserbabies E.V. http://www.wasserbabies.de/ she has organised the Waterbaby-Continuum, a group of 
mothers stimulating their babies in various ways to learn music, mathematics, shapes and forms, reading and 
much more that life has to offer. 

Elizabeth has travelled internationally, giving workshops and talks on AquaLife water training for infants, 
waterbirth, and infant development. The Midwifery Today http://www.midwiferytoday.com/ and ISPPM 
http://www.isppm.de/ are amongst those that have invited her to speak. She has arranged various projects to 
help the handicapped in Crimea with dolphins in the Black Sea and in Germany. 

Digvijay Chaudhuri 

Digvijay s early interest in animals had him in much trouble at 
home when he brought in frogs, toads, snakes, rats and other 
animals from the garden. The interest grew into a passion and he 
learnt the ways of the forest and inhabitants by going on long trips 
into wild country observing wildlife and their habits. He later lived 
in a forest in India for a number of years, taking leave from the 
humdrum of everyday life. 

With a yogi for a father and a yogic scholar for a grandfather, he 
grew up with interests and a deeply imbedded knowledge in Indian 
philosophy.     

The Dolphin Fiesta 

The Dolphin Fiesta has become a yearly event and is essentially a gathering of numerous energy forms for 
the purpose of exchange of wisdom. The spontaneity that accompanies the fiesta facilitates an emergence of 
various international projects that take on their own dynamic, evolving on their own and being supported by 
a steadily growing network. At the last meeting for example, the International Waterbirth Centre was brought 
into being. A children s development project in Boca de Tomatlan and Yellappa grows every month, and 
dolphins visit the Yellappa Bay for the first time like never before. Contacts made during the Fiesta are long 
lasting and precious. 

The Dolphin Fiesta will take place in Augsburg Germany this year, and has already brought about the 
festival, Fiesta Gaia http://www.fiesta-gaia.net as its first contribution this year. 

The following is a brief outline of the Augsburg Dolphin Fiesta. Elizabeth and Digvijay are open to any ideas 
or suggestions for the coming fiestas.  You can find out further information and contact them through their 
websites http://www.aqualifeinstitute.com/ or http://www.fiesta-gaia.net/.   


