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Has an unblemished reputation as a non-profit organisation dedicated to
helping dolphins since it was founded by Dr Horace Dobbs in 1978.
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PERSONALITIES OF THE MONTH

TRISH AND WALLY FRANKLIN

Two decades of dedication to independent research

Trish and Wally's interest in Cetacea and the Oceans
begun in 1976.

They undertook extensive research into the history of
whales and whaling and the current global status of
Cetacea. In particular, the issues most likely to
influence the survival and conservation of the species.
That work was the basis and motivation for Trish
Franklin to found The Oceania Project in 1988. The
Oceania Project is a Not-for-profit research and information organisation dedicated to the
Conservation and Protection of Whales, Dol phins and the Oceans.

http://www.oceania.org.au/expedition/caring.html

The Oceania Project's 1st Whale Research Expedition to Hervey Bay took placein 1989. In 1991
Wally became fully committed to The Oceania Project.
Thefirst phase of along-term study of Humpback Whalesin Hervey Bay - 1992 to 2005 - has been

the major work of The Oceania Project http://www.oceania.org.au/expedition/research.htm.

Thiswork was, and continues to be made possible, by individuals who participate in
The Oceania Project's Internship Program. To date more than 1100 Interns have joined the Annual

provides aglobal information resource dedicated to the Conservation and Care of Whales and
Dolphins

By late 1992, Trish and Wally had conducted three successful Expeditionsto Hervey Bay and
implemented a long term Photo-1D research study of the Hervey Bay Humpback Whales.

The study was developed in consultation with the Queensland Environment Protection Agency and
it will contribute to the management and monitoring of Humpback Whales in the Hervey Bay
Marine Park.

Wally gained his qualifications as a Master Mariner (Class 5) and Marine Engine Driver (Class 3)
in 1995.

Trish and Wally commenced their PhD's at Southern Cross University in 2004.

Baverstock's Centre for Animal Conservation Geneticsihttp://www.scu.edu.au/research/cacg/ on the
genetic study of humpbacks.



http://www.oceania.org.au/expedition/caring.html
http://www.oceania.org.au/expedition/research.html
http://www.oceania.org.au/expedition/life.html
http://www.oceania.org.au/index.html
http://www.scu.edu.au/research/whales/theteam.html
http://www.scu.edu.au/research/cacg/

The Oceania Project became formally affiliated with Southern Cross University in 2003 and the
same year the Southern Cross University Whale Research Centre was established. Trish and Wally
participated in the formation of The Australian Humpback Whale Research Group in 2004.

Dedication to leading edge technology in the pursuit of excellence

Trish and Wally Franklin have maintained a deep interest in the rapidly evolving digital and web
communications technology.

They were amongst the first adopters of desktop digital colour technology in Australiain

franklin.com/profile . Stephen is presently involved the development of the iWhales Portal

thttp: //www.oceania.or g.au/resour ces/resour ces.html; image based material for distribution via
iIWhales and an update of the 'look & feel' of The Oceania Project's website.

In 1989 they helped finance the establishment of the first Internet ISP in the Byron Bay area, one of
thefirst in Australia- Pegasus Networks - and were amongst the early adopters of the World-Wide-
Web as ameans of global communication.

In 1992 they began using a Maclntosh based Digital Scanning and CD Archiving system to manage
the Hervey Bay research photography and video. They now employ lightweight DV-CAM
technology to film the whales and dolphinsin Hervey Bay.

They areinvolved in aprofessional collaboration with Video Producer and Audio Engineer Mark
Franklin of LMN Productions to develop, for distribution via the iWhales Portal, video and sounds
of the humpback whales of Hervey Bay obtained during the Whale Research Expeditions.

Under standing the role of the sailing ship in the history of whaling

In 1983 Trish and Wally were invited by Jane and Jonathan King to be the Project Managers of a
Bicentennial Project The Re-enactment of the Voyage of the First Fleet.

Trish and Wally's involvement in the Fleet, between 1983 and 1988, led them to a deeper
understanding of the role of the sailing ship in the history of commercial whaling and the role of
ship technology in the near Genocide of the Cetacean Nation

Wally writes:
Both Trish and | are well and seem to be busier now than we ever have in our lives... but feels
good....

Much of our time is presently being taken up putting what we have learnt about the humpbacks into
the scientific body of knowledge.

We were blessed that the local University - Southern Cross University

PhD's....

But our real passion isto spread the energy of the humpbacks worldwide.... in this we have been
blessed with support from two of our sons, Mark & Stephen.
Mark has 20 years of film production experience and is helping put our film footage

http://www.Imn.com.al) together and Steve is a graphic designer with 20 years experience who is



http://www.stephen-
franklin.com/profile
http://www.oceania.org.au/resources/resources.html;
http://www.cyrus.org/lilly/cetacean07.html
http://www.scu.edu.au/research/whales/trish.html
http://www.lmn.com.au

helping with étvelopment of a new section of our website called 'iWhales
http://www.oceania.org.au/resources/resources.html

Y ou may be interested in another of our current involvements ‘The Humpback Icon Project’. As

you know Japan plans to include humpbacks in their 'scientific whaling' from December 2007... We
have joined forces with IFAVHttp://www.ifaw.org/ifaw/general/default.asp& Surfers for
Cetaceainttp://www.surfersforcetaceans.cotm/have coastal communities adopt a whale and be
involved in a 'National Day of Action for the Whales' on May 12th.

And our main joy is our time ih the Humpbacks in Hervey Bay.
http://www.youtube.com/profile?user=iWhale®/e hope to do it for many returns of the
humpbacks....

For further informationEmail;: mailto:trish.wally@oceania.org.aWeb: http://www.oceania.org.au

AN OCEANIA EXPERIENCE
by Dr Horace Dobbs

| am one of those lucky people who had the
privilege of joining Wally and Trish on one of their
early OCEANIA expeditions. The year was 1991.
And that year their research vessel was the
Svanen,a magnificent three masted barquentine,
one of theworld’s few remaining timber sailing
ships. Built in 1922 with Danish oak frames the
Svanenstarted life as a grain carrier.

Wally and Trish, who had dedicated themselves to a
greater understanding of the great whales, felt that the
best way to do this was to spend time with them in as
unobtrusive manner as possible. What better method
of doing so than from a wooden square rigged sailing
ship powered by the wind, on which it would be
possible to experience the rhythms of the sea?



