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I nt er nat ional Dolphin Wat ch (I DW)   

Has an unblemished reputation as a non-profit organisation dedicated to 
helping dolphins since it was founded by Dr Horace Dobbs in 1978.   

 

                                                                                                                                                       

Friends of IDW 
NEWSLETTER 

September 2008  

I NTERNATI ONAL DOLPHI N W ATCH ( I DW )  

I S A GLOBAL FAMI LY OF DOLPHI N LOVERS 

In the past, members communicated via the printed journal DOLPHIN.  

Now information on the many activities of IDW including: conservation, dolphin 
watching, books, conferences, dolphin shop etc. is disseminated much faster and 
more efficiently via electronic Newsletters that can be downloaded with the click 

of a mouse.  

Please feel free to pass this Newsletter on to others.  If they would like to be 
notified when a new Newsletter is issued, plus information on its contents, 

contact: Kris email mailto:idw@talk21.comm    

mailto:idw@talk21.comm
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NEWS 

Sperm whale stranding on the Moray Firth 

August 4th, 2008  

A large 40ft plus long whale has been spotted in shallow water near Avoch on the Moray Firth near 
Inverness, Scotland. The whale was reported to be stranded earlier today but refloated without 
assistance on the incoming tide. The whale thought to be a Sperm Whale has been seen floating in a 
very lethargic manner in Avoch Bay.  

Medics from British Divers Marine Life Rescue and members of the Whale & Dolphin Conservation Society 
are monitoring the whale from boats to help keep it safe from injury. BDMLR ask that boats in the 
area keep clear of the whale to help keep its stress levels to a minimum.   

The condition of the whale is not thought to be good and the whale may strand again as the tide 
goes out later today. If the whale does strand it will be impossible to refloat the BDMLR simply 
don't have the equipment to refloat an animal of this size ( it may weigh as much as 40 tonnes)  

BDMLR has sought veterinary advice but animals of this size are very difficult to control or rescue. 
It would also be impossible for a vet to euthanase a whale of this size. It is unfortunate that this 
creature will have to be left to die naturally without any assistance.  

http://www.wildlifeextra.com/go/news/sperm-stranding729.html

   

Wild dolphins tail-walk on water 

By Richard Black, Environment Correspondent, BBC News website   

A wild dolphin is apparently teaching other members of her group to walk on their tails, a behaviour 
usually seen only after training in captivity.   

The tail-walking group lives along the south Australian coast 
near Adelaide.   

One of them spent a short time after illness in a dolphinarium 20 
years ago and may have picked up the trick there.   

Scientists studying the group say tail-walk tuition has not been 
seen before, and suggest the habit may emerge as a form of 
"culture" among this group.   

"We can't for the life of us work out why they do it," said Mike 
Bossley from the Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society 
(WDCS), one of the scientists who have been monitoring the 
group on the Port River estuary.  "We're doing systematic 
observations now to determine if there's something that may 
trigger it, but so far we haven't found anything," he told BBC 
News.   The tail-walking dolphins were spotted 

at the coast near Adelaide 

 

http://www.wildlifeextra.com/go/news/sperm-stranding729.html
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Rich culture   

In the 1980s, Billie, one of the females in the group, spent a few weeks in a local dolphinarium 
recovering from malnutrition and sickness, a consequence of having been trapped in a marina lock. 
She received no training there, but may have seen others tail-walking.   

Now, other females in the group have picked up the habit. It is seen rarely in the wild, and the 
obvious inference is that they have learned it from Billie.   

"This indicates that they do learn from each other, which is not a surprise really, but it does also 
seem that they exhibit elements of what in humans we would call 'cultural' behaviour," said Dr 
Bossley.   

"These are things that groups develop and are passed between individuals and that come to define 
those groups, such as language or dancing; and it would seem that among the Port River dolphins 
we may have an incipient tail-walking culture."   

The "cultural" transmission of ideas and skills has been documented in apes, while dolphins off the 
coast of Western Australia are known to teach their young to use sponges as an aid when gathering 
food.      
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RESEARCH  

Earth Watch Institute, Europe 

http://www.earthwatch.org/europe/

      

Among Earthwatch's European projects are Whales and Dolphins of the Hebrides, led by Peter Stevick 
of the Hebridean Whale and Dolphin Trust, and Whales and Dolphins of Moray Firth, led by Kevin 
Robinson of the Cetacean Research and Rescue Unit. These projects are set in stunning locations - 
Tobermory on the Isle of Mull in the Hebrides, and the picturesque village of Gardenstown on the 
northeast coast of Scotland.   

Volunteers undertake a range of research activities, from recording the distribution and abundance 
of cetaceans (whales and dolphins), to identifying cetacean hot-spots' and habitats. Identifying key 
habitats will enable them to be well managed and protected in the future. The research is also 
shedding light on the biology, ecology and population dynamics of these charismatic species.   

The 2007 field season yielded some awe-inspiring cetacean encounters; in June, Earthwatch 
volunteers in the Hebrides observed a group of more than 200 common dolphins feeding between 
Tiree and the Outer Hebrides. Common dolphins have not been a regularly sighted species in 
Hebridean waters in the past, especially not as far north and west as current observations are 
indicating. This is an emerging trend which will be interesting to track. Common dolphins were also 
spotted in the Moray Firth for the first time; Earthwatch volunteers witnessed a spectacular 
extravaganza of more than 300 common dolphins along the southern trench, and a jaw-dropping 25 
foot leap by a bottlenose dolphin in Macduff Harbour. A high number of basking sharks were also 
encountered during September.  

Did you know?  

The west coast of Scotland is one of the most important habitats for whales, dolphins and porpoises 
(cetaceans) in Europe. Twenty four species - nearly a third of the global total - have been reported 
from this region, from the leviathan blue whale to the diminutive harbour porpoise. 

For further Whales and Dolphins off the Hebrides Project Information visit: 

http://www.earthwatch.org/europe/exped/stevick.html

  

For Whales and Dolphins Off the Moray Firth Project visit: 

http://www.earthwatch.org/europe/exped/robinson.html

  
Want to make a difference?  You can with Earthwatch! 

 

http://www.earthwatch.org/europe/
http://www.earthwatch.org/europe/exped/stevick.html
http://www.earthwatch.org/europe/exped/robinson.html
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CONSERVATION 

Ocean Conservancy and the Stellwagen Bank National 
Marine Sanctuary 

Stellwagen Bank is the ecological heart of the Gulf of Maine. Within sight of the Boston skyline, 
this is where wilderness meets urban development. During the past six years, more than 200 people 
- those with an interest in the sanctuary, representatives from marine industries, fishermen, private 
citizens, environmentalists and scientists - have worked together to craft a management plan that 
offers meaningful protections for the future of Stellwagen Bank Sanctuary. But now entrenched 
interests are lining up to oppose any change.   

Stellwagen Bank Sanctuary is in crisis. Compelling evidence documents the fact that human uses 
are degrading the Sanctuary's wildlife, whales, fish species, and shipwrecks. But to date managers 
at NOAA have done very little to protect this special place.  

The Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary is indeed the ecological heart of the Gulf of 
Maine. The mission and vision for the Sanctuary are clearly crafted by Stellwagen s Advisory 
Council:   

Mission: 
To conserve, protect and enhance the biological diversity, ecological integrity and cultural legacy 
of the sanctuary while facilitating compatible use.  

Vision:  
The Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary is teeming with a great diversity and abundance 
of marine life supported by diverse, healthy habitats in clean ocean waters. The ecological integrity 
of the sanctuary is protected and fully restored for current and future generations. Human uses are 
diverse and compatible with maintaining natural and cultural resources.  

For further information on Ocean Conservancy and the Stellwagen Bank National Marine 
Sanctuary, visit http://www.oceanconservancy.org/site/PageServer?pagename=ta_actionalerts

  

Support our work to protect Stellwagen Bank National 
Marine Sanctuary and other magnificent ocean areas

  

HELP SUPPORT OCEAN 
CONSERVANCY  

https://secure2.convio.net/toc/site/Donation2?idb=0&df_id=1180&1180.donation=f
orm1

  

http://www.oceanconservancy.org/site/PageServer?pagename=ta_actionalerts
https://secure2.convio.net/toc/site/Donation2?idb=0&df_id=1180&1180.donation=f
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Lone Sydney baby whale put down 

BBC News, Asia Pacific, 22nd August 2008 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/7575918.stm

   
A baby whale abandoned by its mother in the waters 
off north Sydney has been put down, after 
veterinarians decided it could not survive on its own.   

The humpback whale calf had been trying to suckle 
from boats, which it apparently mistook for its 
parent.   

The plight of the starving two-tonne animal, dubbed 
Colin, has captivated Australia since last weekend.   

The whale was first given a sedative, then a lethal 
dose of anaesthetic, which took 10 minutes.  
"It's a tragic end to a programme that dozens of people have put their hearts and souls into," 
National Parks and Wildlife Service official John Dengate told Australian radio.  
A vet report and blood tests on Thursday had revealed the calf, believed to be only two to three 
weeks old, was suffering from shark bite wounds and breathing difficulties.   

The plight of the baby whale has transfixed the country and only the action from the Beijing 
Olympics has been a rival for the attention of the Australian public, says the BBC's Nick Bryant in 
Sydney.   

A number of attempts had been made to lure Colin out to sea, where it was hoped he would have 
been adopted by a lactating female.   

The National Parks and Wildlife Service said in a statement this week that there was no way of 
feeding the calf in captivity as it was still being breast fed.   

Australia's navy had offered to attempt to tow the 14-ft-long (4.5-metre-long) animal away from the 
shore using a fuel bladder as an inflatable sling.   

'Whale whisperer'   

Colin had not eaten for a week and whale calves need up to 230 litres of milk a day, say experts.  
An Aboriginal "whale whisperer" was brought to the bay on Thursday to "talk" to the calf.  
"He heard me singing and came over. I looked at him and he was full of life... All he needed is a 
mother's milk," Bunna Lawrie told the Sydney Morning Herald newspaper.   

The whale was first sighted on Sunday just north of Sydney at Pittwater and soon began to try to 
suckle from a yacht, which it would not leave.   

The humpback whales are on the return leg of an annual round trip from the Antarctic to tropical 
waters to breed. They can often be seen quite close to Sydney's beaches. 

The calf had suffered shark bites and was having 
trouble breathing 

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/7575918.stm
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EDUCATION  

Books That Bring Dolphins to Life         

By Horace Dobbs 

WELCOME TO THE ISLE OF THE GODS                  

   

Dilo Books by 
Horace Dobbs  

Horace Dobbs travels 
the world touching the 
hearts and minds of 
millions of children 
with his talks, books 
and TV films 

Horace s enchanting 
books about Dilo the 
dolphin, beautifully 
written and illustrated, 
are suitable for 
reading by children 
aged 6-11 and for 
reading to children of 
earlier ages. Either 
way the child will not 
only enjoy the stories, 
but also discover a lot 
about dolphins and 
their environment. 

All the Dilo Books are generously and beautifully illustrated by renowned artist Rico.

  

You can order the Dilo Books and originals of Rico s art work from the 
Dolphin Shop http://www.dolphinfriend.com/html/dolphin_shop.html

  

http://www.dolphinfriend.com/html/dolphin_shop.html
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Dilo and the Isle of the Gods is the latest in the series of books by Horace Dobbs about a 
mischievous and adventurous dolphin. Dilo sets out for a meeting with a turtle at a beautiful but 
dangerous island. Powerful gods live there causing volcanoes to erupt. Dilo is accompanied by an 
unwanted pasenger - a remora or suckerfish, that attaches itself to Dilo and travels with him 
wherever he goes. On the way to the island they meet many creatures including a humpback whale, 
sealions and an incredible whale shark. After the turtle lays her eggs on the Isle of the Gods she gets 
into mortal danger. Can Dilo save her? An accomplished diver and photographer and founder of 
International Dolphin Watch, Horace Dobbs describes the ocean and its inhabitants accurately and 
with humour, making his books both highly entertaining and effortlessly educational. All the Dilo 
books can be enjoyed in their own right or as part of a series.  

Available as Paperback or Download - http://www.lulu.com/content/2713995

  

Dilo in Schools 

Ann Arbor Publishers are leading suppliers of learning materials to parents, schools and teaching 
professionals - both in the UK and overseas.  

They supply a range of tests to establish a child's specific learning difficulties, including dyslexia, 
plus resources for professionals to use in dealing with these issues as well as tracking materials.  

We highly recommend the 'Teacher Assessment Battery' as a good place to start.   

Ann Arbor is pleased to announce a series of six 
exciting books by best selling author Dr Horace 
Dobbs about a make-believe dolphin called Dilo. The 
books are generously illustrated by renowned artist 
Rico.  

About the author  

After spending nearly a decade investigating drugs 

http://www.lulu.com/content/2713995
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that affect the human brain, medical research scientist Dr Horace Dobbs turned his attention to 
dolphins. This led to many exciting discoveries. One of them was that stories about a 
mischievous make-believe dolphin named Dilo could help SEN students. One of Dr Dobbs' 
studies was reported in the International Dolphin Watch publication (November 2001) 
CONSERVATION IN ACTION as follows:  

Special Educational Needs (SEN) English teacher Hazel Smelt points out to the author of the 
Dilo books, Horace Dobbs, some of the work her students at Hessle High School have done in 
the Dolphin Educational Research Project, which is exploring the ways the mentally stimulating 
powers of the dolphins can help children of all abilities to improve literacy. "Some of the 
students who find it difficult to read excel in other ways", said Hazel.  

"Often they are brilliant at drawing or music. I introduce creative activities into the lessons 
using Dilo's Fun and Activities Book for this. When students find out how wonderful dolphins are 
and the threats they face they want to protect them".  

Horace Dobbs has received countless compliments from students and adults who read his 
books. The reason why his books are so popular is summed up by DIVER magazine publisher 
Bernard Eaton who describes Horace's writings as "Cleverly educational and hugely 
entertaining".  

Ex school inspector and fellow author Gervase Phinn, who has written a Forward for Dr Dobbs' 
forthcoming book Joyful Learning, is equally praiseworthy - appreciating the subtle humour of 
both the prose of the author and the illustrations by Rico Oldfield.  

FREE Dilo 
sticker with 
every book!  

  

For information visit Ann Arbor Publishers and how to order the Dilo Books, visit: 
http://84.51.237.22/index.php?main_page=index&cPath=102

   

Letter from Robin Petch, Headteacher, Paisley Primary School, Hull 

I have always been interested in wildlife  especially whales and dolphins and naturally enough I 
like to arouse interest in this subject in my students. 

For the past 20+ years  I have worked closely with Dr Horace Dobbs, the founder of International 
Dolphin Watch(IDW). Indeed, my wife who is also a teacher, and I have produced an education 
pack for IDW. We have both also been co-operating with Horace in building subtle educational 
elements into his books about a fictional dolphin named Dilo. 

Dr Dobbs, a former head of a medical research laboratory, is especially interested in the benefits 
that associating with dolphins, both real and virtual, can bring into human lives. A study he 
conducted at Hessle High School with a class with reading difficulties who studied one of his Dilo 
books for a term had a very gratifying outcome. When it started 85% of the kids involved said: I 
don t like reading mainly because they found reading difficult. At the end of the term the class 
produced an inspiring collection of Dilo Tshirt designs. When asked if they now liked reading 85% 
replied with a resounding and enthusiastic Yes . 

http://84.51.237.22/index.php?main_page=index&cPath=102
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As a result of this and his visits to schools in many parts of the world Horace has wanted to make 
his Dilo books available free of charge to schools  especially in third world countries. But this has 
not been possible because of the expense involved. 

Much to Horace s delight this has now changed as a result of the introduction of E BOOKS - which 
is the format he is using for his latest book Dilo and the Isle of the Gods. 

Lots of information about Dilo and dolphins in general is available on the International Dolphin 
Watch Website: www.dolphinfriend.com

  

IDW has a mail order shop with dolphin videos that could possibly prove useful to supplement the 
book. 

I wish you luck and would welcome any feedback from you. 

Bottlenose Dolphin Facts 
Tursiops truncatus 

These widespread dolphins are active and very acrobatic.   

Subspecies 
Possibly two (coastal and offshore).  

Life span 
Unknown.  

Statistics 
Bottlenose dolphins have a body length of 1.9-3.9m and weigh 150-
650kg  

Physical description 
Bottlenose dolphins appear uniform grey, but their colouring 
can be very variable. They have a prominent dorsal fin, and 
have a short, well-developed snout which resembles an old style 
gin bottle (hence its name.)  

Distribution 
They are mainly found in the temperate and tropical waters of Pacific, 
Indian and Atlantic Oceans.  

Diet 
Bottlenose dolphins feed on squid, shrimp, eels and a wide variety of fish. They often hunt in teams.  

Behaviour 
Like most dolphins, they are extremely social and remain in groups of 1-10 individuals in coastal 
regions, and groups of 1-25 offshore  

Conservation status 
Bottlenose dolphins are classified as Data Deficient by the IUCN Red List. Global threats include hunting, 
human disturbance, habitat loss, prey depletion, pollution, entanglement in nets and collisions with vessels.  

Notes 
Dolphins are considered to be one of the most intelligent mammals. About 0.94 per cent of a bottlenose 
dolphin's weight is made up of its brain.  

Facts from BBC, Science and Nature 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/wildfacts/factfiles/72.shtml

  

http://www.dolphinfriend.com
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/wildfacts/factfiles/72.shtml
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